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Abah Ofon is the Regional Soft Analyst for the Middle 

East and North Africa Region based in Dubai, UAE 

covering soft commodities since August 2007. In this 

role, Abah analyses and forecasts agricultural 

commodity markets including grains and vegetable 

oils for the bank and its global clients. He joined 

Standard Chartered Bank as a graduate management 

trainee in 1998. He worked for three years in 

Corporate Sales and Global Markets in Cameroon 

before joining the global research team in London in 2002 as Africa Economist, 

specializing in Francophone Africa and the Maghreb.   

 

During this time he contributed in building the CFA franc barometer which gauges 

the risk for a change to the CFA franc peg to the euro.   During his time as Africa 

economist Abah was a regular contributor to several national and international 

magazines including ‘Jeune Afrique L’intelligent’ and ‘Cameroon Tribune’. His paper 

on China-Africa cooperation was published in 2006 by the UK’s Institute for Public 

Policy Research (IPPR) in their book ‘The New Sinosphere: China in Africa’.  This 

formed the basis of a UK House of Commons working committee discussion in 

which Abah was invited to participate.  Abah’s analyses on the global food crisis 

have received wide coverage in the international media.  

 

Abah holds a BSc degree in Economics from the University of London (Royal 

Holloway) and an MSc in Regional Planning from the University of London (London 

School of Economics).  Abah is passionate about development and sits on the board 

of a local high school in Cameroon. He is fluent in French and his outside interests 

include poetry.  Abah is a member of the society of business economists in the UK. 

 

 

 


